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UNPRECEDENTED $10.7 MILLION DONATED TO MORE THAN 
600 NONPROFITS ON 2011 NORTH TEXAS GIVING DAY 

2011 Results Double Last Year's Total

DALLAS – September 29, 2011 – In what has proved to be a record-breaking year, North Texans made more than 13,500 donations worth $10.7 million on North Texas Giving Day through DonorBridge.  More than 600 North Texas nonprofits will receive these gifts including funds from $1 million in matching funds and prize money. 

"This year’s results are an astounding new milestone," said Brent Christopher, president and CEO of Communities Foundation of Texas, a DonorBridge founder. "To have donated this year more than twice the total donated last year is a testament to North Texans’ generous support for the vital work our nonprofits do. We are absolutely blown away by the people who donated." 

With the whole region participating in North Texas Giving Day on September 15, the event served as an example of how our community can come together to celebrate the work and importance of nonprofits here. The $1 million in matching and prize funds were multiplied more than nine times, helping to raise an additional $9.7 million in donations from North Texans. The $10.7 million total is twice the $5 million raised in 2010 and surpasses the amount raised in the first two giving days combined.

Five prizes of $10,000 each sponsored by The Dallas Foundation will be awarded to the following nonprofits:
	
· Wesley Prep, which raised the largest cumulative donation amount of just over $375,000;  

· Buckner International, which attracted the most unique individual donations (224) for a nonprofit with an operating budget over $1 million;

· Parkinson Voice Project, which recruited the most unique individual donations (134) for a nonprofit with an operating budget under $1 million; 

· Union Gospel Mission of Tarrant County, which received the 1,929th donation, a prize honoring the year The Dallas Foundation was founded; and 

· Interfaith Housing Coalition, which received the 2,011th donation, a gift coincidentally made by an agency employee. 

Additionally, Meals On Wheels Inc. of Tarrant County received $10,000 for winning the Tarrant County Challenge, a random drawing of Tarrant County nonprofits receiving 30 or more donations celebrating Community Foundation of North Texas’ 30th anniversary.

In the spirit of the Get Up & Give! theme, several nonprofits hosted early morning pajama parties the day of North Texas Giving Day to compete for a $2,500 prize from Energy Future Holdings. The Foundation for LoveJoy Schools received the prize for their best “pajama get-up” photos posted on Facebook. 

“This much-needed outpouring of contributions for the agencies doing good in our community is especially important and appreciated in this time of economic uncertainty and government cuts," said The Dallas Foundation president Mary Jalonick. “Thank you, North Texas, for your unwavering support for the causes you love most.”

In addition to the services nonprofits provide through work focused on education, human services, health, arts, environment and more, the local nonprofit sector also provides a vital resource for jobs and economic development. 

"The magnitude of support nonprofits receive on this one day speaks volumes about how much North Texans care about their community," said Center for Nonprofit Management president Cynthia B. Nunn. "The money given on North Texas Giving Day helps nonprofits continue the vital work they do every day for the people who need us most." 

The DonorBridgeTX.org website, a free online resource available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, connects people who want to give their time or money to the nonprofit organizations in North Texas that match their interests.  The website includes more than 700 detailed profiles of North Texas nonprofits, and general information about every nonprofit in the United States, making it easier to gather reliable information and address community needs.  In the three years since DonorBridge’s launch, its annual event – North Texas Giving Day – has infused more than $19 million into the community. 

2011 North Texas Giving Day matching and prize funders included Communities Foundation of Texas, Community Foundation of North Texas, The Dallas Foundation, Energy Future Holdings, Frac Tech Services, Lyda Hill, Hoblitzelle Foundation, The Meadows Foundation, The Sid Richardson Foundation, The Simmons Family Foundation Advised Fund of the Dallas Foundation, Rees-Jones Foundation and an anonymous donor. WFAA was the exclusive TV media sponsor.

# # #
DonorBridge
Launched in 2009 with ongoing support by Communities Foundation of Texas, The Dallas Foundation and the Center for Nonprofit Management, DonorBridge is the most comprehensive and free public resource for connecting North Texas nonprofits and supporters. For supporters, DonorBridge simplifies the process of gathering reliable information about nonprofits and community needs, and making charitable donations. For nonprofits, DonorBridge and its annual North Texas Giving Day serve as another awareness-building and fundraising tool. DonorBridge profiles more than 700 nonprofits and, since its inception, has infused more than $19 million into nonprofits serving the 16-county North Texas community. www.donorbridgetx.org for more information, or www.facebook.com/DonorBridge or www.twitter.com/DonorBridge.
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